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his best and fastest ships, he placed on board of them
all the State papers, all the gold and silver that had
been hoarded in the public buildings, and the State
jewels. On April 13, 1523, he, his wife and three
children together with Sigbrit, " the last packed away
in a chest with the treasures," quaintly writes a con-
temporary chronicler, went on board the largest of
the vessels, whereupon they all set sail for the Nether-
lands. It was nothing more or less than flight, and
an acknowledgment that Gustavus Vasa and his ally
the Hansa, through its representative Ltibeck had
conquered; that the League, though declining in might,
was still able, as in the most glorious times of its
history, to play with kings like dice, deposing and
installing them.

Two years later the same city of Liibeck was
called upon to arbitrate in a conflict between the
two kings, which it thus had made, Frederick
of Denmark and Gustavus of Sweden. As the
price of its intervention and of the sacrifices it had
made on their behalf, the city, in the name of the
League, of course, asked great favours, favours which
were accorded by treaty, and .which were to be the
last smiles of Fortune, about to become fickle to the
union she had favoured so long.

Meanwhile, in June, 1523, Gustavus Vasa had been,
by unanimous consent, elected King of Sweden. It
is amusing to read that Stockholm, the last city to
surrender to its new ruler, the last faithful to Christian,
refused, even after it had capitulated, to deliver up the
keys of the gates to Gustavus. The governor handed
them over to two Liibeck councillors, present on the